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Showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ 


— Acts 18:28 


THE STORY OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY FOR 1931 
The 116th Year 


Unwise Economy in Hard Times 


HERE is an economy that is never wise or right. It is economy in making the Bible available — 


for men. 

When the days are dark, men need its light. 

When the times are hard, men need its comfort. 

When the outlook is discouraging, men need its confidence. 
When despair is abroad, men need its word of hope. 


There are luxuries that may well be spared. There are even necessities that can be curtailed. But 
the Bible, indispensable at all times, is still more indispensable in times like these today. 


The Bible is not a book of political maxims or of economic theories. It is not a book of maxims 
or theories at all. It is a book of living principles. Its spirit is the spirit of brotherliness and good 
will. It is a summons to helpfulness: ‘Bear ye one another's burdens.” It is a summons also to 
self-respecting independence: “Let every man bear his own burden.” It teaches charity, but also jus- 
tice. It calls us to the giving and serving which the strong owe to the weak, and those who have to 
those who lack; but it also strikes straight and clear at the moral defects in individuals which are re- 
sponsible for a large part of the poverty and suffering of the world; and also at the moral and eco- 
nomic defects in society, in business relations, and in the distribution of the common resources of the 
world, which are responsible for the remaining part. 


EEE 


Christ is the only hope of individuals and of society. And the Bible is the only book which tells 
His story. It alone preserves His words, which are spirit and life. It alone records His deeds by 
which He saved the world and would save it now if we would obey Him. 


The best thing men can do is to spread the Bible and to get it read and obeyed. This would be 
the end of hard times, of poverty, of unemployment, of injustice, or wrong, or war. 


The last place to economize is in our gifts to spread over America and the whole world the Gospel 


and the Book which contains it. 
: RopertT E. SPEER. 
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The Story of 1931 


This issue presents the bulk of the report of the Board of Managers for the year 1931. 


% HE kingdom of God cometh not with 


observation; neither shall they say, Lo 
here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of 
God is within you.” 
Appraisals of the year’s events, accounts of 
barriers raised or barriers removed in this land 
or among that tribe or race, the fluctuations of 
distribution, of income, and of outgo,—reveal 
little and measure less of the advent of the 
‘kingdom that 
fis within. 
Yet, about the 
record of this 
116th year 
there is—as 
always in this 
cause—an in- 
@etinable 
sense of for- 
ward move- 
ment, of hopes 
steadily being 
mealized, of 
new life dis- 
placing the old 
and drab, of 
sin conquered, 
of beacons 
Miehted in 
darkness. It is in faith that the work of the 
Society is done—the sure faith that, if we do 
our part, the imperishable message of the Bible 
will—under God—find its way into the hearts 
of men, there to fulfil its destiny in redeeming 
and transforming life. Yet, while we labor in 
faith, we hear all about us the marching tread 
of the legions of God! 


An Encouraging Year 


Tested by its external indications, the year 
has been encouraging. Economic conditions in 
many parts of the world have made multi- 
tudes less able to buy, and have thus re- 
‘duced the circulation somewhat; but the fig- 
ure still stands at a high level. There is much 


AN IGOROT WATER BRIGADE IN THE PHILIPPINES 
They also need the Water of Life 


evidence that the increased appeals for grants 
and reductions in costs are due in some 
measure to a quickened sense of spiritual 
need, and not solely to lessened capacity 
to pay the low prices asked. In two of 
the Agencies in the United States cir- 
culation has risen above last year. Abroad 
the Near East and Japan show important ad- 
vances—Japan crossing the million mark by 
dint of inten- 
sive colpor- 
tage. In some 
areas the in- 
crease in the 
purchases of 
whole Bibles 
is striking—as 
in China and 
the West In- 
dies, , [awe 
languages 
have received 
translations of 
Gospels for 
the first time; 
another, the 
entire New 
Testament ; in 
others, revi- 
sions are bringing new accuracy and clarity of 
meaning to their readers. 


Steadfast Progress 


There is ground for much satisfaction in the 
loyalty of donors to the Society in the face of 
the current economic vicissitudes. Reductions of 
income from gifts, though serious, were hamper- 
ing, but not destructive. Constant watchfulness 
over investments has borne fruit ina thoroughly 
sound condition as to security and earning. 
Steady progress has been made in improving the 
forms of publication of the Society’s Scriptures. 
The response at home and abroad to the promo- 
tion of Bible Sunday observance has increased 
considerably. Of this and other features of the 
work the pages which follow give a fuller story. 
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Issues 


9,745,356 Volumes 


IGURES, facts, fancies,—how antagonistic 

often, how allied at other times! The bare 
figures of issues for the year 1931, at home 
and abroad, are 273,520 Bibles, 479,540 Testa- 
ments, and 8,992,296 Portions, making a total 
of 9,745,356 volumes.* With these figures take 
some facts. Nearly 10,000,000 vol- 
umes of the Scripture, the great bulk 
carrying the central gospel story, 
put out in one year through many 
lands and in many tongues, give an 
impressive figure. It is a worthy 
achievement. Then consider some 
other facts. First, examination 
shows that the foreign issue of 
whole Bibles was the largest in six 
years, and the domestic 
Portions has been exceeded only 
twice in six years. “Second, does not such a 
total in such an unfavorable year make a good 
comparison indeed with the larger issues in 
years of wider prosperity ? 


The Future Harvest 


Then again, let one’s fancy play. Only with 
the aid of imagination can such figures and 
facts be rightly gauged. It is not the number 
of volumes issued, but the effect of individual 
volumes on lives touched which really counts. 
In time of hardship, anxiety, uncertainty, when 
all seems unstable, the message of the Book is 
more sought and more powerful. The fruit 
may be known in heaven now, but to earthly 
gaze its results will be revealed only as the 
years roll on. The message from Holy Writ 
which transformed Luther that day on the 


Scala Sancta, transformed Europe only as dec- 
ades and centuries passed. It is still affecting 


* Further details may be seen in the table on page 94. 


issue of Te Gaiee 


BIBLES GIVEN IN A CHILDREN’S HOME 


the history of the world. The uncultured 
Dwight L. Moody, himself transformed by the 
truth and teaching of Holy Writ, only in later 
years became the instrument by which merchant 
princes, industrial leaders, financiers, scholars 
and statesmen, on both hemispheres, were 
mightily affected. So, with ardent hopes, have 


THE COLPORTEUR SEEKS GROUPS 


A Filipino crowd and a Bible car 


been issued, during the year, these millions on 
millions of leaves for the healing of the nations. 

The bulk of the Bibles, 205,442 of the 
273,520, were issued from the homeland, but 
of these a goodly fraction, chiefly in Spanish, 
were sent into Latin American countries. The 
same is true of the Testaments. The larger 
part of the Portions, however, were issued not 
only for, but in our foreign fields.* 

116 Years—237,979,404 Volumes 

One may well rejoice in this issue of Scrip- 
ture during 1931 which raised the total for the 
116 years of the Society’s service to 237,979,- 
404 volumes. 

182 Languages 


The accomplishment of the Society’s central 
purpose 


man in his own tongue— 
was furthered during 1931 
by work done in 182 differ- 
ent languages and dialects. 
This included translation, 
publication, and distribution 
—chiefly the latter. The 
Home Agencies reported 
work in 115 different lan- 
guages and dialects; the 
Foreign, in 109, with 5 ad- 
ditional by Foreign Corre- 
spondents, who also did 
work in 11 other of the lan- 
guages reported by the 
Agencies; and the Bible 
House, 128. The languages 
are named and grouped by continents on page 
94. A glorious work this—The Good News to 
every man in his own tongue! 


the bringing of the gospel to every) 


| 
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Distribution 
THE BIBLE ABROAD IN THE WORLD 


By HUR HUGH CLOUGH’S fine stanza— 


What though the tired waves vainly breaking 
Seem here no painful inch to gain, 

Far back through creeks and inlets making 
Comes, silent, flooding in, the main! 


sounds the true tonic note for this perplexing 


THE COLPORTEUR SEEKS THEM ONE BY ONE 


In China 


In Japan 


year’s work abroad. The pressure of world- 
wide economic distress, the great flood in 
china, and lessened resources, seem to have re- 
itrained the rising, cleansing tide of Scripture 
listribution. 


| The Rising Tide 


But, look far back in the creeks and inlets! 
n a comparatively inaccessible part of the 
3icol region of Luzon, in the Philippines, a 
olporteur discovered a group of people gath- 
red for worship whose only source of light 
nd guidance was a Bible. Upon it, without 
ther help, they had founded a church. In 
Phina, a group of peasant Christians are ven- 
uring to challenge red communism with a 
janner of life that resembles the early apos- 
slic experiment. 


They are seeking to be led by the Holy Spirit; all 
re to read, study, and act on, the teachings of the 
‘ible. No vows are taken, and no one is asked to 
yme unless he is led by the Spirit. The men work in 
ie fields, tilling and irrigating the land; the women 
try on domestic duties. Not the least distinction 
' made between mine and thine. The children are 
1 being educated together. All join in supporting 
te bright boy or girl for higher education, without 
qestioning whose he may be. So cordial and so 
ncere is the atmosphere in these village communes, 
at everyone admires the simple practicability of our 
ord’s principles. The groups are multiplying. They 
practicing a communism not of taking, but of giv- 
g; not of force, but of love; not of mechanization, 
it of personal freedom in God. 


A Seed Sown by the Wayside 


In a small city in the Near East, a Moslem 
downer, knowing nothing of missions or 
issionaries, came across a copy of the Bible, 
ad it, studied it, became convinced of its 
uth, learned of missionaries, sought one out, 
id asked baptism. In a Brazilian town near 


Rio, a scornful reader tossed a crumbled Gos- 
pel by the roadside. “A workman from a farm 
near by, addicted to the drink habit, notorious 
for abusing and neglecting his family, picked 
up the soiled little book, began reading it in 
his home, was awakened, sought the Sunday 
schools, was converted, 
brought his entire family in, 
and was so completely trans- 
formed that the farmer and 
his fellow workmen were 
amazed and began to inquire 
the reason. A number were 
led to Christ; and the farmer 
opened a little private Roman 
Catholic church on his farm 
for the preaching of the gos- 
pel.” In China’s far west, a Szechuan man was 
traveling through the mountains, “preaching 
and selling Gospels as he went. He fell among 
bandits, to whom he continued to tell his story 
with earnestness. They thought him harmless 
and let him go. But, when the robber chief 
had read his books, he sent after the man and 
from him received a New Testament, and later 
renounced his footpad life, persuaded his men 
to follow his example, settled down to lawful 
life, became a baptized Christian and the recog- 
nized headman of the village near which he 
joined the church.” 

These are some of the rustlings among the 
reeds, the stirrings of fresh life in a multitude 


the Philippines 


SELLING SCRIPTURES AT A BRAZIL TOWN MARKET 
of stagnant or muddy pools, as silently the 
salty tang of the tide of the gospel floods in. 
Latin America 
In the West Indies 


In the West Indies Agency,* the interpreta- 
tion of the new social and political conditions 


* The circulation in 1931 reported by each of the Foreign 
and Home Agencies is tabulated on page 94. 
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in Spain by the Agency Secretary has directed 
a considerable number of the educated classes 
to the Bible. This is reflected in the sale of 
nearly twice as many Bibles as in 1930. It 


DR. MARCIAL-DORADO AND EVANGELICAL LEADERS 


IN SPAIN 


Standing; 


will be remembered that the Agency Secretary, 
while visiting in his native Spain, was elected 
a member of the new Spanish Parliament from 
the province of Seville. The distribution of 
Gospels and other portions has also increased ; 
the total circulation being less than in 1930 
only because of the large number of Testaments 
issued that year for the Million Testament 
Campaign. The doors are wide open for a 
large advance in the West Indies even in the 
face of economic difficulties. 


In Mexico 


From Mexico come reports of religious con- 
fusion due to the conflict between the authori- 
ties of the state and of the Roman Catholic 
Church. One extreme is in the state of Ta- 
basco, where all churches, Catholic and evan- 
gelical, are closed, and there are no active 
Christian workers in the state, except the So- 
ciety’s two colporteurs, one of whom recently 
suffered a term in jail for his zeal. On the 
other hand, many, sympathetic with the position 
of the Mexican Government, and at first hostile 
to the work of the colporteurs, come to find a 
new and welcome conception of religion in the 
message of the previously undiscovered Book. 
A specific campaign among the antireligious in 
Jalapa, Vera Cruz, had just such results. One 
of the Society’s valiant Maya colporteurs in 
Yucatan recently had the joy of visiting a 
flourishing church in the village of Xoquen- 
pitch, where, two years before, he had been 


Rev. F. Cabrera (Episcopal), Rev. C. G, Mavin 
(Presbyterian), Mr. A. Aranjo (British and Foreign B.S.), 
Rev. E. Marquis (Congregational) 

Seated: Dr. Dorado, Rev. M. Aguilera (Baptist) 
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threatened with a violent death. Some of his 
persecutors were now its members. For the 
first time the Agency succeeded, in 1931, in 
sending workers into Lower California and into 
Quintana Roo, the latter largely Indian in 
population and speaking Maya rather than 
Spanish. Although by no means unaffected 
by the world-wide economic situation, the 
ardency of the workers has kept the issues 
above the average of recent years. 


In Central America 


Under the nine flags of the Caribbean 
Agency, in Central America, the Canal Zone, 
and Colombia, more abnormal conditions 
governed. Oversupply of bananas, coffee, 
and oil depressed markets, increased pov- 
erty, and made the sale of Scriptures much 
harder, to the discouragement of the col- 
porteurs and other workers. Under these 
circumstances, more distribution of portions 
was made to the impoverished, especially in 
places where pioneer work was required. 
A notable event of the year was the presen- 
tation, to President Ubico of Guatemala and 
other high officials, of the first completed 
New Testaments in the Cakchiquel language, 
the fruit of many years’ work by the Rev. 
W. C. Townsend of the Central American 
Mission. Said the President: “This book 
marks a great forward movement in our civili- 
zation.”” To those who know for themselve 
the power of the Book, the grateful words o 
the representatives of 200,000 Cakchiquel In 
dians have an even deeper meaning. “It i 
impossible to foresee all that God will do amon 
the Cakchiquels through this great book; but 
we are certain | 
that he will use 
it in a marvel- 
ous way.” The 
year’s work in 
the entire field 
may be sum- 
marized in the 
words of a mis- 
sionary: ‘‘Sales 
are poor in this 
field as every- 
wheres bit 
there is an open 
door for preaching the gospel such as we havi 
not had for years.” 


SOME CAKCHIQUELS 
AND MR. AND MRS. TOWNSEND! 


In the Upper Andes 


In the republics immediately to the south 
Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia—comprising t 
Upper Andes Agency, conditions in the Carilf 
bean Agency have been closely parallele 
Revolutionary political movements and ec 
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nomic disturbances have had their effect, as 
well as the change in Agency Secretaries re- 
ferred to elsewhere. Although the unusual cir- 
culation of 1930 has not been maintained, 1931 
shows four times that of 1929. The fields are 
truly ripe, if only workers and resources can be 
secured. A new feature of the year was the 
service of a band of volunteer workers at the 
great Indian fair at Huancayo, Peru, a contrast 
in type to colportage trips by 
launch on the Huallaga and 
Ucayali Rivers in the jungles of 
Peruvian Amazonia. That “the 
offense of the cross” is not lack- 
ing, is indicated by the report 
of Colporteur Villaroel’s work 
in Quito, Ecuador—“‘fruitful in 
sales and contacts, but also in 
encounters with those who op- 
pose the Word.” Such was also 
the experience of Colporteur 
Sabha in Bolivia, having “good 
sales and a kindly hearing” in Toco where he 
had once been stoned, and in Santicanez being 
set upon by fanatics, who threatened to kill him. 


SR, SABHA 
Arab in race; 
born in Beth- 


lehem; colpor- 
'teur in Bolivia 


In Southern South America 


In the republics at the southern end of Latin 
America, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, and Para- 
zuay,—the La Plata Agency,—in spite of diff- 
cult conditions the sales have held up well, 
aspecially of Bibles and Testaments. ‘The in- 
duence of the extended free distribution by 
several organizations has embarrassed the nor- 
nal processes not a little. The closing of the 
loors to European immigrants in North Amer- 
ca has turned great numbers of them to the 
ide areas of Argentina, where there are many 
arge colonies of Germans, Poles, Russians, 
nd others. In many such communities the 
nnual visit of the colporteur is the only spir- 
ual ministry available. By rail, by Buble 
otor-coaches, on horseback, and by launch, 
hey cover an amazing extent of territory with 
piritual service of immense value. Due to the 
ood roads, effective work is done by bicycle 
nd motor in Uruguay; but, alas, the old Ford 
hassis of the Bible coach refuses longer to 
arry the load of books, and traveling equip- 
nent and funds for a new one are not yet 


em; so launch and oxcart penetrate the jungle 
larriers. 
In Brazil 


| Nearly half the area, and fully half the popu- 
ation, of South America is contained in the 
‘reat state of Brazil. Portuguese in language, 
t is racially a commingling of a multitude 
f{ elements from Europe, Africa, South Amer- 


ound! In Paraguay there is no such road sys-° 


BrsLe Socrety Recorp 79 


ica, and Asia. Populous cities, large agricul- 
tural areas, and the vast jungles of the Amazon, 
create varied problems for the Society’s Agen- 
cy. The aftereffects of the revolution and the 
financial confusion and distress add to the dif- 
ficulties. Yet the Secretary writes: “We do 
not make any special efforts to increase demand 
for Scriptures; for, under existing circum- 


stances, we cannot satisfy all the requests that 


A FORD AND A FERRY IN BRAZIL 


are coming to hand.” One colporteur’s journey 
occupied 78 days by rail, afoot, and by canoe. 
A visit to a Japanese colony resulted in the 
sale of 15 Japanese Bibles, 25 Testaments, 158 
Japanese-Portuguese Gospels, and 260 Portu- 
guese Scriptures. To make that visit cost the 
colporteur sixty miles afoot. In a special 
campaign among the revolutionary soldiers, 
over 12,000 Gospels were circulated. These are 
but two illustrations that could be multiplied 
many times. The decision of the Society to 
erect a Bible House in Rio, referred to later, 
has brought great satisfaction to the evangel- 
ical community. 


The Near East 
In Turkey and Bulgaria 


In the world-field the Near East, although 
sharing in the economic difficulties of the year, 
is the one area other than Japan in which the 
circulation of the Scriptures shows an advance. 
In the Levant Agency the circulation has in- 
creased twenty-eight percent, the largest gain 
being in the area about Saloniki, the ancient 
Thessalonica. Here the new Bibleshop on a 
busy thoroughfare attracts many; still more 
important are the new freedom for the use and 
circulation of the Bible in modern Greek in the 
schools, and the freer access, with the permis- 
sion of the authorities, to the schools and the 
barracks. Manufactures and issues in this 
Agency have also increased materially, the num- 
ber of volumes bound being about double the 
average for the previous three years; much of 
this production being distributed outside of the 
borders of the Agency. In Turkey, the steady 
determination of the government to transform 
Turkish cultural life by eliminating Armenian, 
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Greek, and Arabic elements, brought about, it 
will be remembered, the change from Arabic 
to modified roman characters. The Proverbs 
and the new translations of the Gospels and 
Acts in present-day Turkish, printed in this 
type, have been circulated with results most 
promising for the future. But the barriers to 
effective distribution in Asiatic Turkey are 
still high. In Bulgaria, the holding of the cir- 
culation to the level of last year is a remarkable 
testimony to the determination of the colpor- 
teurs and the subagent, Mr. Popoff. The situa- 
tion can be seen at a glance in two contrasting 
statements. A lawyer, belonging to the Bul- 
garian Orthodox Church, said: ‘Our Church 
will amount to nothing unless it undertakes 
distributing the Scriptures widely.” A country 
priest said, “The gospel is not for everybody ; 
for they could not understand it.” 


In the Arabic Levant 


In the Arabic-speaking lands at the eastern 
end of the Mediterranean comprising the 


BY THE PYRAMIDS 


Arabic-Levant Agency, there is great joy over 
a notable twenty percent increase in distribu- 
tion. As the Agency publishes the editions of 
the Arabic Scriptures most widely used by all 
the Bible societies, the increase extends beyond 
the range of the Society’s own circulation. A 
new edition of the Bible, reproduced in Vienna 
by photography from a larger size, has met 
immediate favor for its clearness of impres- 
sion,—a matter of especial importance in the 
delicacy of the Arabic characters. In Egypt, 
the American Mission (United Presbyterian) 
has much increased circulation by a positive 
policy supported by a fund for the distribution 
of Scriptures. Close cooperation of mission 
and Society never fails to produce worth-while 
results. It may well be that the inroads of 
modern civilization upon the thought of Islam 
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are now breaking the way for the entrance of 
the gospel, if only its friends will further that 
entrance before modernity erects its own ma- 
terialistic barriers. 
The Far East 
In the Philippines 


In the Philippines, the spirit of hearty co- 
operation of pastors and missionaries has done 
much to offset the effect of “walang kuarta” 
—‘no money.” The sale of Bibles and Testa- 
ments has fallen off considerably; but cam- 
paigns for the distribution of Gospels and 
other portions, especially in the poverty-stricken 
areas, will awaken a demand later for Bibles 
and Testaments. In the southern islands, fa- 
natic hostility, illiteracy, and less extensive 
missionary work require the development of a 
band of well-trained colporteurs, for which re- 
sources are at present inadequate. The new 
literacy movement among the Moros of Min- 
danao, piloted by Dr. Frank Laubach, promises 
much for the future in this Mohammedan 
stronghold. The new romanized Moro Gospel 
of St. Luke in the Sulu dialect is also a step 
in this direction. In the north, the Bible car 
continues its remarkable service over the excel- 
lent roads. As the car has been skilfully ar- 
ranged to supply power to an electric phono- 
graph with a loud speaker, and light to a 
stereopticon outfit, the inhabitants of even a 
large barrio can be speedily summoned for an 
evening’s address, followed by the sale of Scrip- 
tures then and on the next day. 


A Notable Advance in Japan 


The most notable increase in circulation has 
been in Japan. The distribution of Bibles and 
Testaments has held up well to the level of last 
year; while that of portions has risen from 
about 700,000 to just over 1,000,000 volumes. 
This was due to several causes. An active five 
months’ campaign was carried on in the great 
island of Hokkaido and in the Japanese half 
of Saghalien, where there has been little work 
for several years. The economic situation, 
which was very depressing, was met by a new 
edition of Gospels that could be priced at the 
smallest coin, one sen a copy. To these stra- 
tegic plans was added the splendid cooperation 
of a fine staff of colporteurs, who have vigor- 
ously pressed the work in the cities and towns. 
During the year two events promise much for 
the future, the laying of the foundations of the 
new Bible House in Tokyo, and the appoint- 
ment by the Board of an advisory committee 
for the Agency, consisting of four Japanese 
ministers and laymen and three missionaries. 
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Among China’s Emergencies 


In the vast field of China, the great flood 
ee the year’s history. So great was 
the emergency, that the Society’s staff added 
‘to their regular duties the forwarding of relief, 
/service on emergency committees, special dis- 
‘tribution of Gospels in the relief camps, and 
‘the replacement of Bibles and Testaments sub- 
‘merged in the vast spread of waters. Stock- 
rooms and staff homes in Hankow were 
flooded ; postal and freight services were in- 
‘terrupted. Yet, throngs of people sought solace 
and guidance in the Book of Books, and col- 
porteurs and workers have prosecuted the dis- 
‘tribution with energy—even by sales in flooded, 
‘bandit-infested districts! The flood, the war in 
Manchuria, and a new policy requiring of our 
correspondents more conservative use of the 
portions to avoid waste, have reduced the dis- 
‘tribution of Gospels and other portions from 
4,131,325 in 1930 to 2,916,522 in 1931. The 
sale of whole Bibles has, however, increased 
58 percent, 
and of Tes- 
taments 35 


| Percent ——a 
ilatTet Ol 
consider- 


able satis- 
faction as 
showing an 
increasing- 
ly perma- 
nent inter- 
est in the 
message of 
the Scrip- 
tures. There has also been an excellent ad- 
vance in the local contributions for the support 
of the work, in which the South China Bible 


ON A CROWDED RIVERBANK 


THE STAFF WHICH CIRCULATED A MILLION SCRIPTURES IN JAPAN IN 1931 
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Society, under Chinese aus- 
pices, is always an encour- 
aging factor. 


A New Policy in Siam 


A reversal of policy in the 
Siam Agency has caused a 
drop in the circulation from 
613,459 volumes in 1930 to 
333,177 volumes in 1931. 
Hitherto it had not been be- 
lieved that a general policy 
of sale could be maintained. 
The abundance of the trop- 
ical food supply and the 
simplicity of life make 
cash expenditures seem ex- 
travagance. Accordingly, 
the largest part of distribution has been by 
donation in various ways. In recent years, 
missionary campaigns have greatly increased 
the volume of these donations. In 1931, how- 
ever, a definite policy of sale at prices not above 
cost and within the capacity of the people (a 
policy applied in all the other Agencies) was 
adopted. To the surprise of the mission work- 
ers generally, the distribution, on this policy, 
reached a figure only exceeded by the abnormal 
free distribution of 1930. An illustration of 
some of the difficulties appears in the report 
of a woman colporteur, well-born but cast out 
by her family for becoming a Christian: 

Nang Charoen has been gone thirteen days and sold 
all her books in eight villages in Saraburi. It was 
necessary for her to have a guide with a big knife 
and a gun, for the country is infested with robbers 
and tigers. One day she came upon a band of eight- 
een robbers with knives and guns. She spent six 
hours talking to them, shared their noonday meal, 
and sold them six Gospels. 


Nang Charoen is seventy-three years young ! 


In Europe, Africa, and the Islands 


Russia! a name of sadness so far as the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures is concerned. The 
door is shut fast. In due time it will be 
opened. But shall we then be ready? Among 
Russian emigrés in the borderlands, Scriptures, 
supplied by the Society, have been circulating, 
for example, in Latgalia, Latvia, and in Poland. 
The customary grants to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Conferences in Scandinavia, Germany, 
Switzerland, and Italy have borne much fruit 
in grants and sales to fishermen, farmers, sail- 
ors, old folks, children in poor families, humble 
inquirers for the truth. In Czechoslovakia, a 
similar report comes from the colporteur sup- 
ported by the Society through the American 
Board (Congregational). In France, among 
other grants made by the Bible Society of 
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France from the American Bible Society’s con- 
tribution, have been 590 Testaments to prison- 
ers in Nimes, Poissy, and in French Guiana. 


The large editions sent to African fields in 
the last two years have needed little replenish- 
ment from the Bible House; but local dis- 
tribution has continued steadily: The Society’s 
modest contributions to the India field, where 
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the British Society has the principal responsi- 
bility, have continued. 

To the Marshall Islands in the South Pacific 
were shipped 1,000 New Testaments in Ebon; 
to Beru in the Gilbert Islands, 180 Bibles in 
the local tongue; and 100 more to Fanning 
Island for sale among Gilbert Island laborers 
working there. 


Distribution in the United States 


EEP as the marks of the vast economic 

depression are, one looks at the circulation 
of the Home Agencies with rejoicing. Although 
the number of Scriptures distributed is about 
nine percent less than the high mark of 1930, 
they are that much more than the figures for 
1929. But how much higher they might have 
been, had the Agencies been able to meet the 
flood of calls that came upon them! Prolonged 
or repeated drought conditions, mines and mills 
closed for long periods, lack of demand for raw 
materials, oversupply of agricultural products, 
have meant Sunday schools, churches, homes, 
just unable to pay out even the modest amounts 
required for needed Scriptures. The Secretary 
of the Western Agency writes: “We have 
never before heard directly or indirectly from 
so many who have been without Scriptures and 
have come to us to be supplied.” There is 
evidence also that the Book is being approached 
“with more concern and eager search for moral 
values than ever before.” Still, it cannot be 
said that, in this period of great need, the 
whole nation is turning to the Bible for guid- 
ance. Government, corporation and general 
business policies, the press, and social stand- 
ards still seek confusedly in more materialism 
remedies for the materialistic distress. But, 
here in America too, though the spiritual tide 
rises so slowly, creeks and inlets are filling 
swiftly. 


“He Will Nae Walk with Me” 


A penniless young Scotsman refused to obey 
the directions of a contractor and was dis- 
charged. ‘The contractor had bidden him lay 
an inch of sand where the building specifica- 
tions called for two inches of graphite. ‘The 
young man had felt in his pocket the Gospel 
that a mission worker in the Southwestern 
Agency had given him, and his mother’s words 
when tempted came back into his mind: ‘He 
will nae walk with me, if I do these things.” 
One recollects: “Thou hast a few names even 
in Sardis which have not defiled their garments ; 
and they shall walk with me in white; for 
they are worthy.” In a western town, a man, 
after denouncing bitterly the Bible, Christian- 


ity, and God, took a New Testament from a 
colporteur to work up an argument supporting 
his attitude. Several months later they met. 
The critic confessed that the passages he sought 
to use as arguments proved the reverse the 
more he studied them; his own thinking was 
changed, and “before I realized it,’ he said, 
“T was under deep conviction, praying to God; 
and the miracle of forgiveness and faith was 
performed in me!” Day after day such ex- 
periences are multiplied, to say nothing of those 


to whom the ministry of the Scripture, newly 


received, means a steadily increasing richness 
in the things of the Spirit. 


In Many Languages 


Although immigration has practically ceased 
and the call for Scriptures in foreign languages 
has, as a whole, lessened, there is still abundant 
requirement for them. The distribution in the 
port cities among the polyglot seamen continues 
an active feature of the work needing multi- 
plication. From Louisiana comes report of an 
increased call among the French-speaking peo- 
ple, due, no doubt, to the special distribution 
among them during the Mississippi flood. In 
the Southwest, the large Mexican population 
is being increasingly reached with the Spanish 
Scriptures, through missionaries of several de- 
nominations and the Society’s colporteurs. In 
one Agency, Scriptures were supplied to 38 na- 
tionalities in one city, to 42 in another, and 
to 54 in a third. Unfortunately, many foreign 
language communities have been canvassed only 
inadequately or not at all. For another group 
to which our “native” English tongue is that 
of the “foreigner,’—the American Indian,— 
the Society has rendered a distinct service. The 
work of the year shows distribution among the 
Cherokee, Cheyenne, Navaho, Hopi, Choctaw, 
Dakota, Muskogee, and Ojibwa. To Indian 
children in government schools went 513 Eng- 
lish Bibles, presented through the workers of 
several home mission boards. 


Ministry to the Dependents 


_This year especially there was effort to pro- 
vide for those under institutional care. Every 
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Home Agency of the Society has a list of 
scores of institutions to which grants have been 
made without cost; and every one could both 
justifiedly triple the list and also give more 
adequately to each institution were only the 
resources in the treasury. The roll call is a 
reminder of the multitudes of persons who, in a 
very pecu- 
liar degree, 
meeds the 
encourag- 
ing, cleans- 
ing, healing 
words of 
life—city, 
county, and 
private hospitals; jails, reformatories, peni- 
tentiaries, convict camps, prison farms; or- 
phanages, homes for crippled children; old 
people’s homes, veterans’ hospitals; immigrant 
detention stations, sanatoria, rescue missions, 
seamen’s institutes, even a leper colony. From 
veterans’ hospitals comes word of the Bible be- 
ing the book ‘most in demand”; a veteran 
writes, “The Bible left in 
the ward has been in con- 
stant use.” 


THE BIBLE BY THE BEDSIDE 


Among Colored Youth 

A newly developed phase 
of distribution has been 
promoted by the Secretary 
of the Division of the 
Agency among the Colored 
People which centers in At- 
lanta. In July a two-day 
conference brought together 176 young people, 
boys and girls, chiefly from small towns and 
country districts, to consider the theme of per- 
sonal work in distributing the Scriptures. More 
than a hundred bought Bibles for themselves 
and their families, and undertook active distri- 
bution in their own localities. A similar confer- 
ence in August brought together three hundred 
young people and a like number of adults. As 
a result, the 
report for 
theey ear 
states that 
no one has 
excelled 
these boys 
and girls in 
the sales of 
Gospels 
and of five- 
cent Testa- 
ments. 


FOR VETERANS 


TESTAMENTS 
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Laymen Help 


The cooperation of business men is always a 
characteristic of the Society’s work. Conse- 
crated laymen find in it a channel of practical 
and immediate service. In Colorado a group 
of such have been engaged in the systematic 
distribution of the Gospel of John, house by 
house. Whole counties have been covered in 
this way, and 100,000 of a special edition of 
the Gospels have been supplied for this work. 
In Atlanta, business men put out in one week 
4,000 Gospels, believing that “an enlightened 
Christian conscience” becomes “the surest foun- 
dation on which permanent business institutions 
can be built.” 


Churches Could and Should Help 


As a matter of fact, the task of reaching 
American homes and folks with the Scriptures 
can never be even fragmentarily achieved, un- 
less local forces undertake actual responsibility. 
Of these the local church is the chief. The Sec- 
retary of the Northwestern Agency writes, “It 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE IN JONESBORO, GEORGIA 


is safe to say that out of the more than 19,000 
organized churches within the bounds of this 
Agency, not more than 4,500 have done any 
definite work toward supplying the Scriptures 
to either their own constituencies or to their 
communities this past year.” In an effort to 
stimulate this needed local initiative, the Home 
Office included in the Bible Sunday material 
sent to the pastors, a folder with practical sug- 
gestions for directing public attention to the 
Scriptures. Included in the folder were sen- 
tences for use in the public press, on bulletin 
boards, and in show-windows of bookstores. 
From many quarters came evidences of use of 
these suggestions. There has been consider- 
able demand for a reprint of these sentences 
under the heading “Where to Look—in the 
Bible.” 
Homes Bible-less 


If more intensive work could be done by 
local groups, fewer situations would be dis- 
covered like those described in the report of 
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HOME VISITORS IN CHICAGO 


Service to the Blind 


NALLOYED joy attends the service for 

the Blind—a threefold joy, arising from 
its rendering, its reception, and its support. 
Admiration is stirred as one sees, in case after 
case, how bravely the Blind take their life handi- 
cap. One rejoices over the fact that the Bible 
is available in a form which the sightless can 
themselves read; for the Bible is still almost 
the only religious literature supplied by Prot- 
estants to their blind fellow Protestants. There 
is joy in the fact that the Bible is so greatly 
desired by so many of the Blind. Many have 
learned to read with their fingers, in order to 
read the Bible. “The two precious gift books 
have safely arrived, and I am deeply indebted 
to the Bible Society. They will henceforth be 
among my most precious treasures, constantly 
giving light, strength, and comfort,” wrote one 
recipient from Massachusetts. 

There is joy in the fact that these costly vol- 
umes, $2 to $8 each, can now be had by the 
Blind for 25c each. (This, because the Board 
of Managers, confident that friends of the 
Bible and of the Blind will contribute enough 
to make up the cost price, early last year made 
a flat price to the blind of 25c¢ a volume on the 
six systems of embossed English Scriptures 
which it carries to meet the needs of their 
users.) “Thank you for so greatly reducing 
the price as to make it possible now for every- 
one to own it. May the Society be blessed,” 
wrote a man from Texas. “I feel that any 
Christian person should thank God that he has 
made a plan whereby his Word can be supplied 
to the sightless at such a moderate price,” wrote 
a woman from Pennsylvania. 


Meeting Special Needs 


There is the joy of meeting special needs. 
For example, what must these. volumes mean 
to a blind minister; and, there are many such 
leading fruitful lives. One wrote from Geor- 
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one worker in one county— 
“So far this month I have 
visited 478 families and 
found that 354 of them 
have never owned a Bible 
or a Testament.” A minis- 
ter writes from New Mex- 
ico, “I am constantly meet- 
A people who have never 
seen a Bible and do not 
know what it is.” There 
are creeks and inlets which 
the tide has not vet reached. 
But, we believe that “silent, 
flooding in, comes the main’! 


gia: “I can’t begin to tell what my Braille 
Bible means to me. I am holding regular serv- 
ices every other Sunday at our county jail, a 
place where few people want to go. But I 
have been greatly blessed in this work, and 
have seen a few of those down-and-outers come 
to Christ.” There is joy, too, in helping those 
who lose their eyesight in adult life. “I am 
desirous of procuring a Braille Bible. I have 
been reading Braille since March, am fifty-six 
years old, and am almost entirely blind,” came 
word from California. 

Then, there is the joy of cooperation with 
those who wish to pass on the boon and in- 
spiration of God’s Word to still others. As 
one such wrote, “When one finds something 
of great value, he just must share it. It is so 
with the precious Old 
Book. A home teacher 
of the blind, in Mis- 
souri, herself blind, 
sent the names and ad- 
dresses of several pu- 
pils and added: “TI wish 
you could hear, as I do, 
how much the blind 
people appreciate, re- 
ceiving these books of 
the Bible in Braille.” 
The Society particularly 
welcomes messages like 
this from an Ohio min- 
ister? “I have-in miy 
community a blind 
young lady, who reads 
Braille and does not 
know that such a thing 
as the Bible in Braille 
exists. I am sure that 
she would be very 
happy to have one in 
her possession.” 


HELEN KELLER AND 

HER BRAILLE BIBLE 

The 20-volume column 
at the right 
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Then, again, there is joy in the continuing 
gifts for this phase of the Society’s work. Con- 
fident in such support, during the past year the 
Society sent out more volumes in the United 
States than ever before in one year—5,790. 
This number did not meet all the calls, includ- 
ing those from would-be purchasers at 25 cents 
a volume. The Blind and their friends paid 
$1,733—which is more than 25 cents for every 
volume sent out. But the expenses rose to 
$15,716 over against receipts of $13,363. To- 
ward the end of the year, the response to 
requests had to be curtailed. Orders for 600 
volumes and a deficit of $2,353 were carried 
forward into 1932, trusting the Blind for pa- 
tience and our friends for funds. 


Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, 
Nor gloom of night, stays these 
Couriers from the swift completion 
| Of their appointed rounds. 


HESE words of Herodotus in no small 
| degree apply to those who through the past 
a: in this and in other lands, have helped to 

distribute God’s missive of love. Not so many 
shared in this work last 


year as the year before. 
Without endeavoring to 


weigh its significance, the 
: f Sememe| fact is of interest that the 
OLPORTEUR PERKINS four thousand workers en- 
A colporteur who in rolled in 1931 distributed, 
twenty years has dis- . : 

tributed a million vol- if proportion, as many vol- 
Mee thirteen states times of Scripture as did 
jthe five thousand the previous year. To do 
ithis in 1931 probably meant more hard work 
Jand devotion than a gain of many thousands 
iwould mean in better times. 

Of the workers, only 325 were subagents 
and colporteurs, while 1,521 were correspond- 
ents, to whom one well pays the tribute: With- 
jout salary, with a pitifully small commission, 
jwith a great love for their Book and a divine 
jurge in their hearts, they sacrificially travel 
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Serving the Blind Abroad Also 


Abroad, the Blind are also served, though to 
a more restricted degree, until the Society re- 
ceives a sufficient amount for its Blind Fund 
to care more fully for the work abroad, as well 
as that at home. In the distribution of 782 
embossed volumes abroad, the Japan Agency 
again rendered the largest service, having dis- 
tributed 544 volumes in Japanese Braille; the 
Arabic-Levant Agency coming next with a dis- 
tribution of 208 volumes, 118 in Arabic Braille 
and 90 in Arabic Moon; Mexico, Brazil, Siam, 
and Levant Agencies distributing the balance. 

The grand total of embossed volumes dis- 
tributed since the work began in 1835 is now 
101,864 in twenty-two languages and systems. 


Workers and Auxiliaries 


through the cities and countryside, on high- 
ways, byways and waterways, in season and 
out of season, sowing the seed of the King- 
dom.” The same tribute would fit many of 
the 2,108 voluntary workers who cooperate, on 
some regular basis, both in this land and in 
foreign lands. 


Heroes of the Faith 


These heroes of the faith often work in 
great loneliness, as the two colporteurs of the 


The group 
stands in 
front of the 
church of 
The Church 
of Christ at 
Hangchow, 


China 


A GOSPEL DISTRIBUTING TEAM 


Mexico Agency who were “the only active 
Christian workers in the whole state of Tabas- 
co.” They face and endure such experiences 
as “being put in jail, where the treatment was 
not very humane.” They jeopardize their lives 
and lose their property, as did two workers in 
China. But, they keep at it for the joy that is 
set before them, the fruit which they shall 
garner. Sometimes it comes soon. A single 
Gospel put in the hands of a child led to the 
conversion and baptism of a whole family. 
Sometimes it comes later. The record of this 
year brings the report of one who, responding 
to an invitation with some trepidation, called 
at the isolated home of a reputed outlaw, to 
be met first with a word of grateful thanks 
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and then with a word of frank confession— 
thanks for the Testament which had led to the 
conversion of himself, his wife and children, 
and confession that, when the Testament was 
given to him several years before, as the two 
met on a lonely bridge spanning a turbulent 
stream, the then outlaw had intended to rob 
and cast the man into the stream, but had been 
turned from this intention by the gracious gift 
of the Book. 


Nor is all the credit due to single workers. 
Leadership has counted—leadership such as 
that of the missionary who inspired and in- 
structed ten young people to share in selling 
Scriptures at a Peruvian fair and dispose, in 
one day, of 1,249 Bibles, Testaments, and por- 
tions; leadership such as that of an Agency 
Secretary, which resulted in stimulating the 
workers to a distribution during the year of a 
quarter of a million volumes more than the 
year before. 

Another Group 


And this brings out the fact that the tale of 
workers is not completed with colporteurs, cor- 
respondents, and voluntary workers. In addi- 
tion to the General Officers and the Secretaries 
in charge of the 22 Agencies at home and 
abroad, there is another group which has al- 
ways counted in the work, but which has not 
been hitherto counted in the summary of work- 
ers—those who render important, though often 
hidden, service as the office staff, correspond- 
ing, accounting, selling, packing, shipping. So 


Volume 77 


this year the 87 such workers at the Bible 
House and Home Agency offices, and the 56 
in Foreign Agency offices are recognized by 
The details will be found 


enumeration here. 
on page 94. - 
The workers 

for 1931, all 
told, num- 
bered 4,127. 


Auxiliaries 
The State 
Bible Socie- 
ties in New |§ 
England and 
Maryland 
maintain ef- 
fectively their responsibility for the supply of 
Scriptures within their respective territories as 
well as cooperating with the American Bible 
Society in the broader ranges of the work. 
From the Maryland Bible Society has come, 
this year, $4,500 toward the Peiping Bible 
House. In Pennsylvania and Virginia the 
state Societies work hand and glove with the 
national Society in promotion and supply. 


A HEAVY DAY’S SHIPMENT FROM 
CHICAGO 


Local Societies, in cities, towns and counties, 
are of great assistance in the work, either by 
taking responsibility for local supply of Scrip- 
tures or by their contributions to the national 
Society. A number of these auxiliaries, more 
than a century old, continue regularly to send 
contributions for the advancement of the work. 


Translation and Revision 


New Language Milestones 


HE dictionary defines “‘translation” as “‘to 
render into another language.” This sounds 


A TRANSLATOR HARD AT WORK 


very simple and easy. But the year’s records 
in translation and revision reveal that there is 


very little that is simple or easy about it. In 
summary, two languages have for the first time 
received any portion of the Scriptures, the 
Miao of Siam and the Yao of Siam; the 
Cakchiquel Indians of Guatemala have for the 
first time the entire New Testament in their 
own tongue; the revision of the Turkish New. 
Testament marks off its milestones by the pub- 
lication of St. Mark, St. Luke, St. John, and 
the Acts of the Apostles; in the Sulu dialect 
of Moro, St. Luke’s Gospel, revised, has ap- 
peared, the sole available Scripture in the dia- 
lect. Four new translations have been received 
and are being examined before publication: 
St. Mark in Shilluk (Sudan), St. Matthew in 
Keres (American Indian), St. John in Va- 
liente (Panama Indian), and St. Matthew and 
St. Mark in Otetela (Belgian Congo). In 
twelve other languages new translation or re- 
vision is in process, or the texts are being 
examined preparatory to publication. 


a a 


| 
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In the Far East 
The Miao and Yao 


The two new dialects captured for the gos- 
pel for the first time, Miao and Yao in Siam, 
are due to the enterprise of Secretary Irwin 
of the Agency, and chiefly to the courage and 
endurance of Mr. C. K. Trung, Mr. Irwin’s 
leading assistant. In the mountainous regions 
in the north of Siam are broken fragments of 
ancient tribes that have taken refuge there 
from the successive conquerors of China and 
of Siam. Primitive and crude in their modes 
of life, restless and fearful of long settled 
habitations, at once curious and suspicious of 
strangers, the prey of many diseases, they are 
utterly unprepossessing and even repugnant to 
one accustomed to the cleanly ways of civiliza- 
tion. Long ardent for these confused and 
hopeless people, Mr. Irwin inspired and sup- 
— ported Mr. Trung, 
| fe a native of Annam, 
i pam bia cow th 
i French, Siamese, 
. and Chinese, in a 
two-year expedi- 
ti Out ine Ww ld cl 
L’mai, Mr, Trung’s 
wife, shared the 
hardships for much 
of the time. Win- 
ning the friendship 
of the people by 
simple medical aids, 
in spite of the ef- 
LOLts Ol mae Spliit 
doctor” to conjure 
him to death, he ap- 
proached the lan- 
guage with the aid 
of a Haw (Yunnan Chinese), digging out words, 
syllables, sounds, until he could make his way 
with the Miao himself; pressing on, as he did 
so, in the effort to render the Gospel of St. 
Mark into Miao, using the Siamese characters. 
During his stay an Annamese young man 


Cc. K. TRUNG AND HIS 
WIFE L’MAI 


‘named Francois, a village teacher among the 


Yao, sought him out and, becoming convinced 
of the truth of the Christian message, under- 
took to translate the same Gospel into the Yao 
tongue, which he himself knew. Toward the 
end of 1931, Trung and Francois returned to 
Bangkok and shortly their Gospels were in 


| print—a concrete evidence of the transmission 


of the missionary spirit. In due time these 


tentative translations will be compared with 


similar languages in South China and French 
Indo-China, and an awakening missionary zeal 
in the Siamese church will find these Gospels 


tools at hand for ministering to the needy 
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mountain folk who yearn for the return of 
Trung and Francois. The revision of the 
Siamese Old Testament proceeds steadily under 
the direction of the Rev. Paul Eakin. 


In the Sulu Islands 


In the Philippine Islands, the members of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance have re- 
vised the translation of St. Luke in Moro in 
the dialect of the Sulu Islands, whose Sultan 
was a well-known personage in the earlier 
days of the American occupation. The cus- 
tomary script is the Arabic used by the Moslem 
mullahs, priests, and the hadjis who have made 
the journey to Mecca, but few of the common 
people can use it. The extension of educa- 
tion has brought to many a knowledge of the 
more simple roman characters, and the new 
Gospel is issued in these by the Society. The 
translation of others is in process. The revi- 
sions of the Ilocano and Tagalog Old Testa- 
ments and —— 
the Ibanag | 
New Testa- 
MME Ie Lire 
steadily pro- 
gressing, as 
is the trans- 
lation of the 
Samareno 
Old Testa- 


ment. 


In Latin 
America 


ete tale 
Americas the 
Indian lan- 
guages afforded the field for advance. One 
new translation, that of the Gospel of St. Mat- 
thew into Keres, the language of seven villages 
of Indians in New Mexico, has been received 
from the Rev. H. C. Whitener and is being ex- 
amined prior to printing. But the great achieve- 
ment of the year was the completed New Tes- 
tament in Cakchiquel, spoken by some 200,000 
Indians in Guatemala. Herein the Rev. W. C. 
Townsend, of the Central America Mission, 
saw the fruit of ten years of patient labor in 
the mastery of the language and the translation 
of the indispensable Book. A number of copies 
were presented to important officials in Guate- 
mala, and among the Indians of the Christian 
constituency it was an occasion of great re- 
joicing when the books were presented. 


KAW TRIBESPEOPLE IN NORTH SIAM 
They need the Bible in their tongue 


How Shall “Spirit” Be Rendered? 


In the Mam and Quiche, also in Guatemala, 
the Pecks and Dr. Burgess push forward the 
necessary studies, tests, and all the other ele- 
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ments of romance and drudgery that charac- 
terize the difficult task of translation. Mr. 
Alphonse’s translation of the Gospel of St. 
John into the Valiente was in type at the end 
of the year. An illustration of the problems 


THE SOCIETY SUPPLIES BIBLES TO A 
D. V. B, S. CLASS 


How great the service of Bible translators 
to all users of English! 


faced by a translator was that of rendering 
the New Testament meaning of the term spirit 
in a language in which “tree spirit,’ “house 
spirit,’ and “longhand monkey spirit” are the 
only conceptions of spirit possessed by these 
jungle Indians. 


New translations or revisions of portions of 
the New Testament in Aymara (Peru and 
Bolivia) and Peruvian Quechua await the re- 
sult of studies being made under the direction 
of the Peruvian government to standardize the 
orthography of these languages. 


In Africa 


The result of a similar procedure under the 
auspices of the government of the Sudan has 
standardized the orthographies of Shilluk, 
Nuer, and Dinka. The existing Shilluk 
Gospels of St. Matthew and St. John , 
have been transliterated into the new or- 
thography and revisions made. At the 
same time new translations of St. Mark 
and the Acts by Dr. Heasty of the Amer- 
ican (United Presbyterian) Mission are 
being completed. The fruit of several 
years of labor in Belgian Congo by the 
mission of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, especially of Mr. H. P. 
Anker and Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Stiltz, will 
shortly be gotten out by the Society in a 
volume containing a considerable part of 
the New Testament, some of which has 
been previously published by the mission, but 
all of which will have been revised. The 
Friends’ Mission in Kisumu, Kenya Colony, 
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report the local publication of Genesis, Exodus, 
Daniel, and some Psalms in Ragoli. 


Europe and the Near East 


In Constantinople, Dr. MacCallum and his 
associates had by the end of the year very 
nearly completed the new translation (for it 
is really such rather than a revision) of the 
Turkish New Testament. All of the Gospels 
and Acts have been published separately. In 
the year or more that the first of these—St. 
Matthew—has been in circulation, an edition 
of 8,000, as well as some thousands of other 
portions, have been issued, and the results of 
criticism have brought steady evidence of the 
clarity and acceptability of the work. A Mo- 
hammedan lady, who had been accustomed to 
read the Koran in Arabic script without under- 
standing very much of what it was about, de- 
clared that Jesus could not possibly have spoken 
as he did in the Gospel she had read, because 
he was one of the greatest of the prophets, and 
“not even the wisest can understand the dark 
sayings of the prophets.” The Gospel spoke 
too clearly and directly for her to believe it 
could be true. 


New Trend in Turkey 


There is promise in recent events that this 
new translation will have far wider circulation 
than any Turkish Scriptures have ever had 
before. One of these events is the publication 
of a school textbook in history prepared under 
the direction of the Turkish President, which 
contains in two chapters a fairly objective and 
unbiased summary of Hebrew and Christian 
history referring to the literature contained in 
the Old Testament and the Gospels. 

Toward the close of the year, arrangements 
were made for the issuance by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society and the American Bible 


READING THE “BIBLE AS HE TRAVELS IN CHINA 


“He was returning and sitting in his chariot and was reading 
the prophet.’’-—Acts 8: 28 


Society, of the Gospel of St. Matthew, pre- 
pared by Mr. Atanasakieff, in the leading dia- 
lect of many thousands of gypsies in Bulgaria. 


May, 1932 


BrpLte Socrety RECORD 89 


Bible Houses 


HE story of the plan and progress of 
Bible House building projects both in 
Tokyo and in Rio de Janeiro has been given in 


the Recorp from time to time and will continue 
to be. So the statement thereon presented in the 
Managers’ Report is not repeated here. [| Eb.] 


Publication 


LTHOUGH the cash received from sales in 
1931 was $317,456.85 as compared with 
$358,530 the previous year, the number of 
orders received and shipped from the Bible 
House, New York, was over seven percent 
greater. No lack of interest, therefore, was 
shown in the Society’s publications, even if the 
quantities ordered may have been less. Slight 
reductions in prices were made in the catalogue 
issued August 1, but these were not large 
enough to affect materially the dollar value of 
sales for the year. Smaller-sized orders and 
more interest in the cheaper books and _ bind- 
ings are the apparent explanation for a smaller 
dollar value of sales, although the number of 
orders was greater. 


PREPARING A TAGALOG 
PLATE 


Total issues from the Bible House in 1931 
show a reduction from 1930, except in volumes 
for the blind, which increased by forty percent. 
The figures in comparison with 1930 are as 
follows: 


1930 1931 
SINGS _eccsqe ae eee 245,343 205,234 
PMestamentS: oc. 4-6 -6s cea eee sss 387,450 307,764 
orton jose eee 4,936,313 4,008,469 
“Ua 2 o5c Oe ee 4,142 5,790 
5,573,248 4,527,257 


Well-controlled Publication 


The Publication Department has been for- 
tunate in keeping in a very liquid condition 
throughout the year. Cash and securities on 
hand at the end of the year were substantially 
greater than in the beginning. No debts or 
bills payable were owing either at the begin- 
ning or end of the year, and accounts receiv- 
able were reduced about twenty percent to only 


$4,246.20. This happy result was obtained only 


COMPARING PLATES AND 
MANUSCRIPT 


by a strict control of the items manufactured, 
and by a further reduction of about $38,281.94 
in the inventory of Scriptures at catalogue value 
and the manufacturing inventory in process. 
This large reduction is partially due to the 
preparations made for a new series of English 
boldface type Bibles which is to take the place 
of the books in use for so many years. 

The work on this new English series has 
gone forward rapidly during the year. To pro- 
duce from one typesetting a whole series of 
English text Bibles with modern boldface type 
and with aids to pronunciation in the more 
difficult proper names, constitutes an innova- 
tion in the Society’s publication program. The 
cost of proofreading and typesetting is so great, 
however, that in no other way 
would it be feasible to carry 
through such a thoroughgoing 
change. Not since 1852 has so 
much been done to improve the 
Society’s English text Bibles and 
Testaments. 


In addition to the series of 
Bibles, a new setting for an Eng- 
lish Testament and Psalms in an 
18mo size, boldface type, and 
with marked pronunciation of 
proper names is in progress. 
From these plates a new series of Nonpareil 
Testaments and Psalms will be produced, in- 
cluding a new five-cent Testament, which will 
be sewed rather than side-wired as in the case 
of the book now being used. This will make 
this cheap Testament decidedly more attractive. 


The Psalms for Two Cents 


A two-cent edition of English Psalms in 
Brevier, boldface type, was made available in 
April, and in the remaining nine months of 
the year showed issues from the Bible House 
totaling 48,595 copies. In 1930, the issues of 
the Agate Psalms in English selling at four 
cents were 35,333 volumes. This figure was 
reduced in 1931 to 21,926. We believe the two- 
cent edition will continue to show a large cir- 
culation. Although bound in a heavy paper 
cover, it is much more attractive and can be 
much more easily read than the Agate Psalms, 
which is bound in cloth, cut flush. 

At New York, in languages other than Eng- 
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lish a diglot New Testament in Cakchiquel 
(Central American Indian) and Spanish was 
issued. Work was done, though not completed, 
on a diglot Valiente and Spanish St. John. 


Publication in the Far East 


In addition to the publication work of the 
Home Office, the two Near Eastern and four 
Far Eastern Agencies all publish Scriptures 
in the languages of their respective territories. 
The production of bound books in Vienna and 
Constantinople shows an increase of about half 
over the average of the preceding three years, 
and the number of copies printed are about 
double. This brings the stock of the Agency 
to a normal level. In addition to the new Turk- 
ish Gospels, a notable item has been the new 
voweled Arabic Bible produced at Vienna 
under the supervision of the Agency Secretary, 
for the use of the Arabic-Levant Agency. 

In Japan, there were produced one million 
copies of the Four Gospels and Acts in Japa- 
nese to be sold for one sen each. These cor- 
respond to the series of one-cent portions in 
English and other languages produced in the 
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United States. Some 12,000 Bibles and 61,000 
New Testaments were printed. In the Philip- 
pines, in addition to the Moro-Sulu St. Luke 
already referred to, the first three Gospels and 
Acts have been printed in separate torm in 
Samarefio, and new small portions in Tagalog. 
Also, 1,871 electroplates of Sulu, Tagalog, and 
Ilocano typesetting have been made. In Siam, 
3,002 New Testaments in Siamese have been 
printed, and 224,000 Portions in Siamese, Tai 
Vianivands lat wet 

New publications in China are the Four 
Gospels and Acts in the Mandarin Union Ver- 
sion in two sizes, with the new punctuation 
marks which have recently been introduced for 
the first time into Chinese books; a diglot 
edition in Mandarin and English of the Psalms; 
and the Four Gospels and Acts in Canton Col- 
loquial Revised Version. The printing of these, 
with the reprinting of other editions in three 
forms of the Wenli, two forms of Mandarin, 
and in the Canton, Foochow, and Shanghai 
Colloquials, brought the total production to 
25,281 Bibles, 27,572 Testaments, and 2,848,470 
Gospels and other Portions. 


Finance 


Ways and Means 


NCOME from living donors during 1931 to- 

taled $297,978, compared with $356,286 the 
preceding year. This recession of 16.3 percent, 
while serious, was partly anticipated in the 
preparation of the budget. It does not appear 
to be greater than the decrease experienced by 
most religious agencies, and is considerably 
smaller than that of some missionary organiza- 
tions. Many letters were received from donors 
expressing their deep regret at being obliged 
to reduce the size of their gifts; while other 
communications carried evidences of real sac- 
rifices being made in order to give even small 
amounts. It is doubtful if correspondence 
from the Society’s friends ever gave greater 
evidence of affection for the work or equal 
concern about income reduction. A cripple in 
limited circumstances, who has never walked, 
just recovering from a long illness, sent a 
cheery gift. A retired preacher, with a month- 
ly income of $35, sent one dollar out of his 
tithe. ‘There were instances of actual borrow- 
ing to send gifts up to previous years. 


What Leaders Think 


Churches. ‘Through the year there were evi- 
dences of a closer relationship between the 
Society and the denominations. For example, 
The Umited Presbyterian carried an extended 
editorial beginning with this paragraph: 


We need to remind ourselves now and then that the 
American Bible Society is an institution without 
which the Protestant Churches would be badly crip- 
pled. For considerably more than a hundred years 
it has been translating, printing, and distributing 
Bibles and portions of the Bible in almost every known 
language, thus rendering an indispensable service to 
all evangelical churches and to all missionary enter- 
prises at home and abroad. 


The executive committee of the board of 
foreign missions of one of the large denomi- 
nations took the following action: 


The Board of Foreign Missions of, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church recognizes with gratitude the co- 
operation of the American Bible Society in making 
the Bible available in the language of the people, 
The translation, publication, and distribution of the 
Scriptures are essential to our missionary endeavor. 
Any curtailment of this work through lack of funds 
lessens the effectiveness of missionaries and national 
workers. 


What the Churches Gave 


These expressions of confidence—and nu- 
merous others of a similar character could be 
cited—indicate the place which the Society 
holds in the mind of the church at large, and 
compensate in part for the shrinkage in church 
gifts. During 1931 the gifts from churches 
amounted to $150,864, a reduction of 18.2 per- 
cent below the remittances of 1930, when 
$184,549 were received. The following table 
indicates the churches which gave over $500 
during 1931 and their gifts during 1930: 
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Denominations 1931 1930 management is alive to the importance, not only of 
g y of 
Methodist Episcopal Be EON GES Coe $52,829 $67,504 the distribution of the Scriptures, but of getting men 
Presbyterian, WES Riel nt ieee 34,686 37,857 to read the Word. The various methods set before 
Methodist Episcopal, South ......... 23,334 28,168 us we commend to the pastors of our churches as 
Mee Dy teh ial Ui, Sele pedoy. Sa eee ae oe 12,165 14,920 suggestive and helpful in the fulfilling of their own 
merormed in Aimerica. 6.0. ..06..-0% 4,663 5,299 programs of work. 
Pnitedel theran asses. oes com oe 3,478 3,703 a: 
Bees teeational Ana CliGistianli eee 3,290 3,953 What Individuals Gave 
ByOrMedadies Ug O. co cs <4 eae soe OSL e777 Individual Gifts. Statistically examined, the 
Hatheran, Augustana Synod ........ 1469 1642 wetter : ieee ; 
ee epetcimed i ss 421 2299 + ociety’s support in 1931 by individuals was 
Norwegian Lutheran ............... 1242 1.344 stronger than that by churches, as the shrink- 
pcan ee shoeist Episcopals<c02. -- 1,061 2,211 age in gifts from the former source was 14.1 
Sdnodhign IACSARIME S566 cocuscaduce 1002 1,000 percent, compared with a shrinkage in church 
Seventh Day Adventist ............ 1,000 *1,500 <; Dota tats = ; 
Reformed Presbyterian (Covenanter ) 998 1,391 gifts of 18.2 percent. A total of $147,114 Wie 
Meta Rrcthren Ga Chirists A. ocses cc 962 1.054 received from individual donors, against $171,- 
eed pieebyterian: AG Se a, Pieces 873 1008 737 received in 1930. Gifts from individuals 
rican Methodist Episcopal Zion... 704 1,021 for tl ast five vears | f : 
Be fiePot Christie 2c ct 524 546 ec or eens yee woe 
There was no change during 1931 in the 1 $163,979 
, b : : [OOS ee SM ierrret acrere ede i oeree I 160,025 
number of churches contributing on the per- 1920 | 174.704 
centage basis to the Society, nor in the per- 1030 te Meee oeeeel 710787 
centages themselves. The following ten de- 103 Eee cen ee rene eis 


nominations support the Society according to 
the percentage stated: 


Denominations Percentages 
Miethodist Episcopal, South ...........- 2.451 (2.50) 
Miethodist. Fpiscopall sas e.<secuc sce worse 1.236 
Perespyterian in the We Os... et cece es = 1. 
Bxetorimecdein Americar s+: ese or ece eee. il. 
Miletnodistmecotestanitwre: ‘meer s ace ec 1% 
Cumberland Presbyterian .............. ih, 
Presiaerin WE Sy ae ole come cam ean 80 


Reformed in the U. S. Cn st ie eres 46 
United Lutheran 
Church of the Brethren 


The Advisory Council 


The meeting of the Advisory Council held 
on December 2 was counted one of the most 
successful of the thirteen such meetings which 
have been held annually since 1919. The offi- 
cially appointed representatives of twenty-three 
denominations spent a full long day with the 
officers and the Budget Committee of the Board 
of Managers considering distribution methods 
and financial processes and problems. A frank, 
friendly atmosphere encouraged the asking of 
questions penetrating the many features gov- 
erning the Society’s relationship to the 
churches. The members of the Council, as has 
been their custom, expressed their judgments 
in a series of “findings,’’ from which the fol- 
lowing paragraphs are taken: 

We heartily indorse the way in which the work of 
the Society is administered; for it commends itself 
as conservative in financing and yet going forward 
unhesitatingly with plans for more and better work. 
We are greatly impressed with the sound basis pro- 
vided for the protection of annuities, and we com- 
mend the administration for the wisdom and pru- 
dence thus manifested. We shall recommend this as 
a satisfying way to help extend the Kingdom and at 
the same time provide an income for old age. 

We rejoice in the evidence submitted today that the 


* This amount includes a “‘special’’ gift of $500. 


The Budget for 1931 


When the budget for 1931 was prepared in 
November, 1930, it was believed that 1931 
would be a year somewhat similar in kind to 
1921. That year witnessed the bottom of the 
first major postwar deflation; but before the 
end of the year many signs of recovery were 
at hand. In 1931, however, business activity 
and the prices of securities continued to de- 
cline throughout the whole year, and no signs 
of recovery were evident. In both years the 
prices of high-grade and second-grade bonds 
reached very low levels, and business activity 
and commodity prices were greatly reduced. 


A Ten-year Comparison 


There were many differences, however, be- 
tween the two years. In 1921, gifts from 
Churches amounted to $276,918.56, and gifts 
from Individuals were $80,801.51; whereas in 
1931 gifts from Churches were only $150,- 
864.12, while Individual gifts had increased to 
$147,114.96. That the total income in 1931 
amounted to $647,564.60, as compared with 
$586,199.82 ten years earlier, is due (1) chiefly 
to the increase in gifts from Individuals noted 
above, (2) to an increase in Income from Trust 
Funds and Investments, (3) and to the build- 
ing up, in the years that lay between, of a 
Legacy Equalization Fund and an Annuity 
Reserve Fund, so that income appropriated to 
the budget from these two sources amounted 
to $140,000 at the end of the period, as against 
only $55,089.28 at the beginning. 

In 1921, however, the Society expended 
under the budget about $90,000 more than the 
income received; while in 1931 the amount 
expended above what was received was only 
$2,608.10. This fortunate result was made 


a 


possible partly by the favorable rate of ex- 
change in China. The average price of silver 
for the year was lower than had ever before 
been experienced, and accounted for a saving 
of $10,690.22. Expenditures under certain ap- 
propriations were curtailed toward the end of 
the year, and, while the work, generally was 
maintained on a high plane, it was thus pos- 
sible almost to balance the budget without seri- 
ous curtailment. It is interesting to note that 
the income for the year, although about $28,500 
less than was expected, was about $8,000 more 
than the average income under the budget for 
the ten years 1921-1930. The falling off in 
income during 1931 below expectations is al- 
most entirely accounted for by the decrease in 
gifts from churches. 


Details of Income 


A detailed comparison of the income and ex- 
pense for 1931 and the average for the ten 
preceding years is as follows: 


GENERAL BUDGET INCOME 


Average 

Estimated Received Receipts 

1931 1931 1921-1931 

Wecaleel nists meal $158,000.00 $157,550.12 $118,797.43 
MUERACLESD Oe ars wpate anwiore as 100,000.00 100,000.00 66,493.34 
Bible: TOUSE) cm. -t0-)= 35,000.00 35,000.00 39,854.79 
Gifts from Churches . 180,000.00 150,864.12 234,133.02 
Gifts from Individuals 145,000.00 147,114.96 138,864.22 
Gifts from Auxiliaries. 16,000.00 13,993.45 20,046.99 
AINA BLES! Siericiers staity= « 40,000.00 40,000.00 18,823.43 
Miscellaneous) .....4..- 2,000.00 3,041.95 2,627.78 
Total (excl. Blind).. $676,000.00 $647,564.60 $639,641.00 


GENERAL BUDGET CHARGES 


Average 

Appropriation Charges Charges 

1931 1931 1921-1931 

General Administration $76,770.00 $76,006.80 $72,968.41 

Treasurer’s Office .... 22,045.00 20,632.40 24,412.29 

Ways and Means . 69,125.00 67,919.87 70,777.36 
General Distribution 

(Blind omitted) .... 53,050.00 45,918.18 58,511.70 

Home Agencies ...... 158,460.00 156,360.00 149,861.70 

Foreign Agencies 296,550.00 283,335.45 276,437.28 

Total (omitting Blind) $676,000.00 $650,172.70 $652,968.74 


Adding to the General Budget Income the 
Publication Sales and Expenses and the gifts 
and expenditures for the Blind, we get the 
total budget excluding only the amounts re- 
ceived and retained by the Foreign Agencies 
on the field. These were estimated to be for 
the year $212,625, and this added to the total 
of the three items given makes a grand total 
of $1,276,125 tor the year 1931. 


BUDGET FOR 1931 
Estimated Received Expended 
General Budget ...... $676,000.00 $647,564.60 $650,172.70 
Publication |e siete 375,000.00 317,456.85 270,186.24 
Income for Blind ..... 12,500.00: 11,629.87 13598303 


ecHenonosanat $1,063,500.00 $976,651.32 $934,342.07 


This table does not include receipts from 
gifts and sales on the foreign fields, which are 
retained and spent there. 
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Securities 


With the exception of obligations of the 
United States Government, certain utility bonds 
and other highest grade securities, the prices 
for most securities were lower in 1931 than in 
1921. At the end of 1931 the market value of 
all the securities and investments held by the 
Society showed a depreciation of less than 10 
percent from their valuation on the Society’s 
books. In view of all the circumstances this 
was a creditable showing. There were only 
two investments in bonds, both of which are 
secured by first mortgages on valuable proper- 
ties, on which interest payments were deferred 
just before the end of the year. There were 
also only two real estate mortgages on which 
interest due prior to November 27, 1931, was 
not received by the end of the year. It may 
be noted that the income received from legal 
trusts and available investments amounted to 
$157,550.12 as against an estimated income of 
$158,000 for 1931 from these sources. 


The Society’s securities were better diversi- 
fied in 1931 than they were in 1921. At both 
times, by far the largest investment was in first 
mortgages held entirely by the Society on im- 
proved real property in New York City and 
neighborhood. ‘The Society has not foreclosed 
a mortgage since 1917, so that it is only natural 
that its most important investment should be 
in this field. In 1921, however, investments in 
railroad securities amounted to about 33 per- 
cent of the total investments. In 1931 the in- 
vestments in railroads were under 25 percent; 
while investment in high-grade securities of 
electric and gas utilities amounted to over 25 
percent of the total. This diversification has 
greatly strengthened the Society’s investment 
portfolio. ; 


Annuities 


As of June 30, 1931, a study was made, by 
competent actuaries, of the Society’s mortality 
experience for the three preceding years. This 
study was made on the basis of the Combined 
Annuitant Mortality Table with interest at 4 
percent, because this table is more conservative 
than that of McClintock at 4 percent, and is 
now the standard for new annuities in New 
York State. This study showed that on June 30 
a legal reserve of $2,517,179 was required, if 
the present standard is applied to all the an- 
nuities, instead of to only those written in 
1931. The Society, however, held in its An- 
nuity Account on that date securities amoun- 
ting to $4,226,162. This substantial addition 
to the reserve required, makes the payment of 
the Society’s annuities doubly sure. Even at 
the lowest security prices of the year a hand- 
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some surplus of reserves in excess of all legal 
requirements was on hand. 

A previous study of the Society’s mortality 
experience for the period 1923-28, on the basis 
of the American Annuitant ‘Table, approxi- 
mated the results of the present study from 
1928-31 based on the Combined Annuitant 
Table, the former showing an experience of 
93 percent of the expected deaths and the lat- 
ter one of 88.9 percent. 

The death of 84 annuitants in 1931 out of a 
total of about 3,000 terminated agreements of 
an original value of $107,304.47. While this 
number was larger than in the preceding year, 
the total amount of the annuities terminated 
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was less. New annuity agreements written 
amounted to 647, which is more in number 
than in either of the preceding years; but the 
amount involved, $354,641.14, was somewhat 
less. ‘These annuities have proved to be a most 
safe and satisfactory investment to those who, 
along with freedom from investment worries, 
wish at the same time to donate a part of their 
principal to the Bible cause. 


Trust Funds 
An addition of $27,624 to the Society’s trust 
fund account was made in 1931, while the 
amount of money held in trust subject to life 
interest was increased by $3,601. 


General 


Universal Bible Sunday 


ETTERS and newspaper clippings indicated 
the employment of interesting and unusual 
features by many churches, on December 6, in 
what appears to be the widest observance of 
Universal Bible Sunday in all the years the 
Society has been promoting it. 


The Poster Abroad 


The use of the poster throughout the For- 
eign Agencies was larger than in former years. 
Prominent figures in the foreground of the 
poster were truthfully typical of the countries 
they represented, having been developed by cor- 
respondence and by conference with the So- 
ciety’s Foreign Agency Secretaries. An edi- 
tion of the poster without any printing in 


Iinglish was sent to each of the Secretaries 
abroad, who completed the necessary printing 
in the language of their Agencies. Striking 
posters were thus made in Arabic, Chinese, 
Japanese, Portuguese, Siamese, and Spanish. 
Judging by the steadily increasing use which 
pastors and others are making of the material 
put at their disposal by the Society, it appears 
that Universal Bible Sunday is becoming a 
well-established day in the church calendar. 
This holds true abroad as well as at home. 


[A few paragraphs on Universal Bible Sun- 
day publicity, the REcorp, other publications, 
and personnel are here omitted to save space, 
since they were reported as occasion arose in 
previous issues,—ED, | 


Conclusion 


ITH the conviction that 

the facts recounted in 
these pages present an honor- 
able record of achievement for 
the 116th year, the Board of 
Managers presents them to the 
Society, its friends, and its sup- 
porters, Only with God’s bless- 


ing and their aid has it been 
accomplished. Only with help 
from such friends and more 
like them can the Society press 
forward to reach every man and 
tribe and tongue with the Book 
that, beyond all others, brings 
to the world truth and life. 


“GRANT UNTO THY SERVANTS 
TO SPEAK THE WORD WITH 
ALL BOLDNESS” 


The Year 1931 in Figures 


ap lemmulie 


packing or shipping. 


“Circulation,” 

correspondents in fields not cover 

iliary Bible Societies, missionary 

circulation of volumes it supp 
+ Divisional Secretaries. 


ed by Agencies. 
boards at home and abroad, the general trade, I ; 
Sooner or later, all the volumes it issues are circulated. 


lies is not available. é ; 
J. Those engaged in corresponding, accounting, “= 
| 


+ Colporteurs. 


§ Correspondents. 


|| Volunteers, 


individuals, 


etc. 


*J, ISSUES 

Bibles Testaments Portions Tota 
ates ersten 205,442 307,870 4,014,464 4,527,; 
Po UT ee aes 59,506 166,234 4,937,071 5,162, 
Foreign Correspondents 8,572 5,436 40,761 54,; 
273,520 479,540 8,992,296 9,745,. 

————_II. WORKERS > cr JIT, CIRCULATION— 

Agcy. Sub- : ; 

Home AGENCIES Secs. \ Agts. tCols. §Cor. \|Vol. {Ofice Total Bibles Testaments Portions Tot 

Colored wine ccc heen esceue AAI 14 " 9 46 13 1 74 6,044 PAaesieil 130,038 161,. 
Pe ieem ak ie o * 2 “hs ee as ee 19076 17,093 175,517 21% 
HAG Leute Comer fers lonauncer seestenanevedereliereiers,carstere 1 2 6 49 41 5 104 20,560 21,986 350,723 393, 
National (Capitals cieteren cee sie 1 ace tr sie eae 1 2 5,000 7,682 96,871 109, 
South (Atlante: asc meme sree « 1 ei nae 150 100 2 253 11,209 29,041 265,894 306, 
(@siecl Goaoaaopcucacsmoon ton d.o%G 1 A iF 13 75 3 97 16,764 19,794 267,339 303, 
Northwestern ..2-eser ess scence 1 ara 5 ae 500 7 588 42,898 73,676 867,258 983, 
Southwestern ......ecseerecenns il 2 Z 23 50 5 83 12,994 28,349 378,879 420, 
WWeSEOr AQ Oo recrcradoieloyerwreteyat sl nto rsis) «aan ie 1 ate 5 29 29 2 66 8,934 20,933 309,789 339, 
IES “Goooopo cos. Oo Oooo DOOMOOOn 1 4 150 195 4 353 16,980 31,678 390,098 438, 
Total Home Agencies ......-- 13 4 38 550° 1,018. 34 81,657 160,789 275,543 3,232,406 3,668, 
ForrEIGN AGENCIES | 

IWWieGh) Lins: Scar eieisire aierare eins eco 1 4 40 183 30 2 263 11,824 8,361 84,744 104, 
Wie Sao) apeoanaoenaconoudonDOEs 1 os 36 85 24 3 149 10,042 5,188 37,265 52, | 
Garibbeane Aye acres ce ccistawwsis) seve. 1 ae 5 45 41 2 94 8,012 8,197 90,415 106, 
Wpper Amdes) Fe. fcc wee ee 1 3 5 114 Paes 1 124 3.465 18,093 102,387 129, 
ep ait sas cnceyas a icronatsy sie clsvecevstmiars 1 3 15 93 es 8 120 12,530 17,659 64,020 94, 
AAT IL Meany eterna eelaievele ereveredetonelesioyelers 1 1 12 134 10 4 162 9,746 40,451 87,597 137, 
en aitaitee ered ware scenersti= (os 1 3 19 8 1S) 4 50 4,820 8,306 25,272 38,, 
Arabic Tjevant ce. svcsveries 1 oe 21 rhs) 68 6 169 5,971 7,312 178,141 191, 
PHM PINES! epescle ele) avstelel cketelelessiel(o/= 1 13 By 25 7 103 4,525 9,651 148,427 162, 
Seton ” a5 annoanlo ge a0 Co DOOOMOdND IO 1 23 is 16 3 43 128 645 332,404 333, 
(Ginttie) 26 sou duce sasonenenpouodod il 9 39 74 783 26 932 21,329 21,878 2,916,522 2,959 
Ie peaoo5 ao00n co nedendgoacocs 1 30 91 Bc 8 130 11,624 57,668 1,011,224 1,080. 
Total Foreign Agencies 12 23 258 957 1,015 74 2,339 104,016 203,409 5,078,418 5,385.4 
meee Corceapendents| one 2. aw aes 91 8.812 5,512 42,662 56. 
ihemblomen Omice) as ceree ew eleir ey Oh) oigay error | opaer ake 58 7fpeen | 9,381 45,291 62 | 
* Table I, “Issues,” records the number of volumes supplied to distributing Agencies for circulation. | 


records the number of volumes reported as circulated by our Home and Foreign Agencies, an 
The Society does not receive reports on the circulation of volumes issued to / 
Therefore a total of the com 


Languages and Dialects—182—in Which Work* Was Done in 19, 


The Bible House reported 128, Home Agencies 115, Foreign Agencies 109, 
and Correspondents 16 Languages and Dialects. 


Asia—67 


Annamese 
Arabic 


Carshuni characters 


Armenian (Ancient) 
Armenian (Modern) 
Burmese 
China: 
Wenli, High 
Wenli, Easy 
Mandarin, Peking 
Mandarin, Phonetic 
Script 
Mandarin, Roman 
Amoy Coll. (Rom.) 
Canton Colloquial 
Canton Colloquial 
(Rom.) 
Foochow Colloquial 
Foochow Colloquial 
(Rom.) 
Hakka Colloquial 
Hinghua Colloquial 
(Rom.) 
Shanghai Colloquial 
Shanghai Colloquial 
(Rom.) 
Soochow Colloquial 
Soochow Colloquial 
(Rom.) 
Soochow, Phonetic 
Script 
Swatow 
Georgian 


Hebrew 


India: 

Bengali 

Gujarati 

Hindi 

Kanarese 

Lahnda (Jatki) 

Marathi 

Panjabi 

Sanskrit 

Sindhi 

Tamil 

Telugu 

Urdu 

Persian 
Roman 

Japanese 
Karen (Pwo) 
Korean 
Kurdish: Kurmanji 

(Arabic characters) 

(Armenian char.) 
Kurdish: Mukri 

(Arabic characters) 
Malay 
Persian 
Siam: 

Kamu 

Tahu 

Miao 

Siamese 

Tai Lao 

Tat Lu 

Tai Yuan 
Syriac (Ancient) 
Syriac (Modern) 
Tibetan 


Turkish: Csmanli 
(Arabic characters) 
(Armenian char.) 
(Greek characters) 
(Roman characters) 

Turkish: Gagauzi 
(Slavic characters) 


For the Blind 


Arabic Braille 
Arabic Moon 
Armenian Braille 
Japanese Braille 
Siamese Braille 


Europe—51 


Albanian 

Braid Scot 

Bulgarian 

Catalan 

Croatian 

Czechoslovakian 
(Bohemian) 

Danish 

Dutch 

English 

Esperanto 

Esthonian 

Finnish (Gothic) 

Finnish (Roman) 

Flemish 

French 

Frisian 

Gaelic 

German 


* Translating, revising, publishing or distributing. 


Greek (Ancient) 

Greek (Modern) 

Hungarian 

Trish 

Italian 

Judaeo-Spanish 

Latin 

Lettish 

Lithuanian 

Norwegian (Gothic) 

Norwegian (Roman) 

Polish 

Portuguese 

Roumanian 

Russian 

Ruthenian 

Serbian 

Slavonic 

Slovak 

Slovenian 

Spanish 

Swedish 

Welsh 

Yiddish 
(Judaeo-German) 


For the Blind 


English Braille 
English Moon 
French Braille 
German Moon 
Italian Braille 
Italian Moon 
Portuguese Braille 
Portuguese Moon 
Spanish Braille 


(See page 76.) 


Africa—16 


Amharic 
Arabic: Judaeo 
Benga 

Bulu 

Dikele 
Ethiopic 

Grebo 

Kpelle 

Luba Tulua 
Mpongwe (Omyene) 
Nubian 
Olunyore 
Ragoli 


onga 
Tswa (Sheetswa) 
Zulu 


Islands—23 


Gilbert Islands 
Hawaiian 
Tcelandic 
Malagasy 
Maltese 
Marshall Islands 
Mortlock 
Nauru 
Phlippines: 
Bicol 
Cebuan 
Tbanag 
Ifugao 
Tgorot 
Tlocano 
Moro (Sulu) 
Pampangan 
Panayan 


| 
Pangasinan | 
Samarefio | 
: 

j 


Americas —29 


Aymara 
Cakchiquel 
Cherokee 
Cheyenne 
Choctaw 
Cree 
Dakota 
Eskimo 


Maya 

Muskogee 

Navaho 

Ojibwa 
Quechua—Bolivia 
Ouechua—Ecuado) 
Ouechua—Peru 
Quiché 

Valiente 
Winnebago 


For the Blin: 
Line Letter 
New York Point: 
New York Point. 
Bipage : 
American Braille: 
Revised Braille © 
Grade 1% 


President 


CuHarites E. Hucuss, ene NGOS 
Joun R. Mort, LL.D., N. Y, 
ROBERT Doar, Calif. 
JosHua L&Everinc, Md. 
James N. GamsBie, Ohio 
CHRISTOPHER Marugson, Okla. 

B. Preston Cuark, Mass. 

Cart, E. Miuziikxen, LL.D., Me. 
Wittiam S. Prune, Pa. 

Mrs. FIntEy J. SHeEparp, N. Y. 
THos. C. Day, Ind. 

Harry P. Converse, Ky. 

Junius E. Brat, Mich. 

Watter 1, StocKweEti, N. Dak. 
Henry St. Grorck Tucker, LL.D., Va. 
Wit1riaM_ Hatts, Jr., . 

WEsLEY L. Jonrs, Wash. 


General Secretaries 


Rev. Eric M. Nortu, Ph.D., D.D. 
Rev. Georck WiLLiamM Brown, M.A. 


TERM—1928 To 1932 


Roscogk C. E. Brown, Litt.D. 
Joun T. Manson 

GrorcE Wootsey, M.D. 
ALFRED BUSSELLE 


James H. Post 
GeorcE TIFFANY 
James T. VAN STEENBERGH 


Rev. FraANK Mason Nortn, D.D. 
Rev. H. A. Strmson, D.D 

Rev. R. S. Incuis, D.D. 

Rev. Ezra S. TIPPLE, D.D. 
“Pror. Oswatp T. Aruis, Ph.D. 


Agency among the Colored People of 
the United States: 
Rev. D. H. Stanton, 56 Gammon 
S. E., Atlanta, Ga.; Rev. M. 
L. Vaucuters. 1015 Heiner Sta 
Houston, Tex.; Rev. A. J. ALLEN, 
2316 East 55th St., Cleveland, 
Ohio; Rev. D. H. Sansom, Jr., 40 
East Third St., Charlotte, N. 
Eastern Agency—New York State and 
certain adjacent regions. 
CuarLeEs W. Fowte, Bible 
Astor Place, N. Y. 
Atlantic Agency — Pennsylvania 
New _ Jersey. 
Rev. Frank P. Parkin, D.D., 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


House, 
and 


701 


Indies Agency—Jose MARctAat- 


West 
Ha- 


Doravo, Ph.D., Escobar 102, 
vana, Cuba. 

Mexico Agency—Sr. H. T. Marroguin, 
Apartado 1373, Mexico City, Mexico. 


Caribbean Agency—Rrv. Raymonp R. 
Grecory, Bible House, Cristobal, 
Canal Zone. 


Upper Andes Agency—Joun RITCHIE, 
Apartado 448, Edificio Belen, Ave- 
nida Uruguay 299, Lima, Peru. 


Portland. 


7 Haynes St., Hartford. 


J. FREDERICK TaLcorr 


“Frank O. 


TERM—1929 To 1933 


WintHrop M. TuTTLe 
Orrin R, Jupp 
ELttwoop M. RaBENOLD 
HeErzsert S. BAKER 


Connecticut Bible Society—Rrv. SAMUEL W. RaymMonp, Sec., 


New Hampshire Bible Society—Epwarp A. DaME, Supt., 


Be 
Vice-Presidents 


ALLEN, L1).D., Kan. 
Horne, N. va 
Lowpen, LL.D., Il. 
Herman J. SCHAFER, Mo. 
Epwarp §. Jougrr, Ky. 
Horace ee La. 
Etwoop C. PERISHO, LED Ne Cr 
Mrs. Avucusta R. Moors, Okla. 
J. Henry Baker, Md. 
ponEey R. Moron, LL.D., Ala. 

L. SmitH, Tex. 
Ros L. CARRICK, Ky. 
SAM STREETMAN, Tex. 
Joun R. Hawkins, D. C. 
Henry S. Stearns, M.D., N. Y. 


Henry J. 
FRANK A, 


Wm. PHILuiprs Hatt, ae NE 
SiG sARKING: ELD: IND C 
Treasurer 


GILBERT DARLINGTON 


Managers 


Danie, Burke 
Frank H. Mann 


WiiiiaM P. Stevenson, LL.D. Epwarp S. MaLMar ExvisaBETH B. Currine 
Mrs. JoHN FERGUSON Wittiam W. HALL James M. Stuart 
Wm. ALBERT HARBISON JEREMIAH R. Van Brunt HowarD WHITTEMORE 


Paut T. Jones 


Rev. JAMES ParKER, Ph.D. 
Pror. Joon H. Raven, D.D. 
Pror. Howarp C. Rossins, D.D. 
Rev. FREDERICK W. JACKSON 
Rev. Minot C. Morean, D.D. 


Home Agencies 


National Capital Agency — Maryland, 

Delaware and District of Columbia. 

Rev. Epcar Powers, Woodward 
Bldg., Washington, soy te, 


South Atlantic Agency—Virginia, West 


Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 
Rev. . B._ Porter, 218 North 

Adams St., Richmond, Va. 


Central Agency—Ohio, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. 
Rev. FRANK Marston, D.D., 424 Elm 
St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Southwestern Agency — Texas, Okla- 
homa, Louisiana, and Arkansas, 
Rev. J. J. Morcan, 905 Main St., 

Dallas, Texas. 


Foreign Agencies 

La Plata Agency—ReEv. PauL PENZOTTI, 
Calle Corrientes 728, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 

Brazil Agency—Rrv. Hucu C. Tucker, 

D., Caixa do Correio 454, Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Levant Agency—Retv. J. Oscar Boyp, 
D.D., 1 Parkring, 8, Vienna, Aus- 
tria. 

Arabic-Levant Agency—C. S. Brwt, P. 

Box 724, 6A Sharia Nubar 
Pasha, Cairo, Egypt. 


Franklin St. 


TERM—1930 To 1934 
JosEPpH S. AveERBACH, Ljtt.D. 


Ernest M. BowMan 


Officers, Managers, and Agencies of the American Bible Society 


President Emeritus 
Francis Hypr, New York 


Wave H. Euuts, LL.D., (on 
Wm. Jay SCHIEFFELIN, PLD, N.Y; 
Wm. Lyon PueE tps, Litt.D., Conn, 
Miss EvANGELINE Boornu, N. Y. 
A. A, Hypg, Kan. 

Ersert A. Harvey, Mass. 

C. Epcar Anperson, N. Y. 

E. CuarencE Mier, LL.D., Pa. 
Lewis T. M. Stocum, IIl 
Rogsert B. Scorr, Ga. 

Aja Lie ASICS ON 

Joun S. FisHEr, Pa. 


Frank J. Harwoop, Wis. 
Rosert FE. Speer, D.D., N. Y, 
Jostan_ H. 


PENNIMAN, LL D., 12ey. 
Joun H. FInukEy, LD. AY. 


Recording Secretary 
Rev. Lewis B. CHAMBERLAIN, D.D. 


Assistant Secretary 
CHarLes W. FowLe 


TERM—1931 To 1935 


Grorce D. Bratrys 
ARLANDO MARINE 
FRANKLIN S. EDMONDS 
James R. Joy, LL.D. | 
CHARLES F, DARLINGTON 
Sinas F. Hatiocx, M.D. 
Mrs. WILLIAM BORDEN 
ArtHuR L. Brown 

Ray CLARKE TILLINGHAST 


Ministerial Members of Board Committees 


Bisuop F. J. McConneun, D.D. 
Rev. T. H. Macxenzis, D.D. 

Rev. Rospert M. Hopxins, D.D. 
Pror. J. Newton Davirs, D.D. 


Northwestern Agency—lIllinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Missouri (except Kansas City), 
North Dakota, South Dakota. 

Rev. J. L. McLaucuyin, D.D., 35 
East Wacker Drive, Chicago, I. 

Western Agency—Colorado, Kansas and 
Kansas City, Mo., Nebraska, 
Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Utah, 
Arizona, and New Mexico. 

Rev. ArtHur F. Racatz, D.D., 1515 
Larimer St., Denver, Colo. 

Pacific Agency — California. Nevada, 
Oregon, Washington, Alaska, and 
Hawaii. 

Rey. A. WerstEY MeEtt, 250 Golden 
Gate Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 


Philippines Agency — Rev. E. K. Hic- 
pon, Acting Agency Secretary, Box 
755, No. 636 Isaac Peral, fanila, 


Peds 

Siam Agency—Rery. Rosert O. Franx- 
tin, New Road, Bangkok, Siam. 

China Agency—ReEv. G. CARLETON 
Lacy, D.D., No, 102, Missions 
Building, 23 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai, China. 

Japan Agency—Rrv. Karu BE. Avurewt, 
No. 4 Gochome, Ginza, Tokyo, 


Japan. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


ible Society of Maine—E. T. Gartanp, Sec., 19 Pine St., Maryland Bible Society—Rrv. Epcar C. Powers, Sec., 9 E. 


Baltimore. 


Massachusetts Bible Society and Vermont Bible Society—ReEv. 
G. H. Spencer, D.D., 
20 School St., 


‘Cor. Sec., aap romeeld St., Boston. 


Concord, 
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fpitors, The Secretaries. 
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THESE FRIENDS HELP | 
IN TIME OF NEED | 


“Here is my last five dollars, not 
because I have it to spare, but because 
others come first.” 


“The boys and girls of our Sunday 
School (a2 Home Mission School for 
Indians) want to help spread the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. They have been 
giving their nickels, pennies, and 
dimes to Sunday School for some time, 


and have decided to send thirty dol- 


lars to you.” 


“I am a cripple, have never walked 
a step in my life, and my income ts 
very small. Once in a while I earn a 
few dollars which I love to divide. I 
am enclosing one dollar to help in 
your good work.” 


“Enclosed is my check for $10, an 
offering from our College. I regret 
that the amount is so small. Our stu- 
dents come from the poorest of homes. 
The depression has hit them hard. Be 
assured that their hearts are with you 
in the great work you are doing.” 


In Spite of Such Loyalty 
Our Income Is Falling Off 


From living donors we are receiving about twenty percent less this year 


than in 1931. As a result Scripture distribution is being seriously retarded. 


Readers of the Bible Society Record can help in the following ways: 


. Send a contribution for the Society’s general work. 


. Send the names of wealthy possible donors. 


. Make a gift on the annuity basis. 


. Urge your Bible Class or some other church organization to 


send a special gift. 


. Make a bequest in your will for the Society’s work. 


A great missionary statesman recently said: “The last place to economize is in 
our gifts to spread over America and the whole world the Gospel and the Book which 


contains it.” 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 


